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accepting the office of president of the University of Foundation, James P.

Lucas, Milos City attorney and Speaker of the Montana House of Representatives, observed
that the Foundation has shown substantial growth during the past decade.
"The Foundation's contributions to the University and to all of Montana have been ..
most constructive and meaningful in several major categories," Lucas said
the
He made remarks following his election to the Foundation presidency Friday (July 24),
during the Foundation's annual summer meeting at the UM Lubrecht Experimental Forest.
"Of particular interest to me," Lucas said, "has been the Foundation support of
the Environment and Resource Analysis Center (EARAC)."
Me said that Montana's great natural wealth would be studied and classified as a
result of the center and added that he felt it was an opportunity for the state to make
use of its human and natural resources in a way that would avoid environmental degradation.
Lucas stated that EARAC was started about four years ago and had been operating
with help from the UM School of Forestry, in a modest fashion.
He noted that the center had grown into an organization that required its own
board of trustees, but he added that the UM Foundation was still seeking funding.
"In addition to providing funds for EARAC faculty, we are also attempting to raise
money to build a physical plant in the Lubrecht Forest where-these (environmental)
problems can be worked on," Lucas added.

"Our first requirement is a bridge over the

Clearwater River.
"Much of the material for the bridge has already been donated," Lucas said, "but
we haven't been able to fund the labor yet."
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